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SOUNDS
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SOUNDS: Study on inventory of existing policy, research and 
impacts of continuous underwater noise in Europe.

Four main tasks:

T#1: Addressing the contribution of the existing guidelines in reducing 
URN from commercial shipping and mitigating the adverse impacts on 
marine life in EU waters;

T#2: Analysing the impact of URN on all trophic levels of the marine 
environment and in particular in EU waters through a review and a critical 
analysis of existing published research projects;

T#3: Establishing an inventory of sources of URN from shipping;

T#4: Identify the existing technological solutions that have been 
developed in reducing URN for new and existing ships.
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Environmental impacts

7



Policy
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Mitigation
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Recommendations
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Noise sources:
- Develop a standardised method for performing and evaluating ship noise 

measurements.

- Develop an EU-wide modelling programme.

Environmental impact:
- Promote long-term monitoring programmes

- Promote a consistent reporting procedure and use of the tools

Policy:
- Initiate activities to raise awareness of URN

- Promote the participation of shipping industry stakeholders in URN working groups

- Promote ships adopting Quiet Class notations

- Work on the establishment of Underwater Noise Emissions Control

Mitigation:
- Support the development of a quiet ship “demonstrator.

- Develop geo-visualisation and noise management tools.



Report
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http://emsa.europa.eu/publications/reports/item/4569-sounds.html



European Maritime Transport Environmental 

Report (EMTER)
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http://emsa.europa.eu/emter.html
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